Official Letter: State Election Commission, Maharashtra
Reference No: SEC/ZPPS-2025/C.R.48/Desk-7
Date: January 29, 2026
To, 
District Collector, Raigad, Ratnagiri, Sindhudurg, Pune, Satara, Sangli, Solapur, Kolhapur, Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar, Parbhani, Dharashiv and Latur

Subject: General elections of 12 Zilla Parishads and 125 Panchayat Samitis within them in the state.
Reference: 1. Orders given by the Hon. Supreme Court on dates 06/05/2025, 16/09/2025, 28/11/2025 and 12/01/2026 in the filed Petition for Special Leave to Appeal (C) No. 19756/2021 and other connected petitions. 
2. State Election Commission's letter of the same number dated 13 January, 2026. 
3. State Government, General Administration Department's wireless message No. DIP-2026/CR-20/Proto-1, dated 28/01/2026.
Sir/Madam,
As per the State Election Commission's letter dated 13/01/2026 mentioned in Reference No. 2, the schedule for General Elections of 12 Zilla Parishads and 125 Panchayat Samitis within them in the state has been announced. According to the said election schedule, the respective district offices have published the list of contesting candidates after the withdrawal of nominations and distribution of symbols on 27/01/2026, and the stages of voting, counting of votes, and publishing the names of elected members in the Gazette are remaining to be completed.
2. The Hon. Supreme Court on 12/01/2026 has given a 2-week extension beyond 31/01/2026 to the State Election Commission to complete the election process. However, due to the accidental death of Maharashtra State Deputy Chief Minister Mr. Ajit Ashatai Anantrao Pawar on 28/01/2026, the State Government, via the wireless message dated 28/01/2026 mentioned in Reference No. 3, has declared a state-level mourning from 28/01/2026 to 30/01/2026.
3. Since it will not be convenient for the contesting candidates to campaign during the period mentioned in the above paragraph, consequently, it will not be possible to conduct the election stages like voting and counting of votes on the fixed dates.
4. Considering the above factual situation, as per the provisions in Rule 11 (2A) and Rule 13(3) respectively of the Maharashtra Zilla Parishads (Electoral Divisions and Conduct of Election) Rules, 1962, and the Maharashtra Panchayat Samitis (Electoral Colleges and Conduct of Election) Rules, 1962, it has become necessary to issue a fresh election schedule for the remaining stages mentioned in paragraph-1 for the 12 Zilla Parishads and 125 Panchayat Samitis within them.
5. Therefore, a revised election schedule as per Annexure-1 is being provided herewith and the District Collectors should implement the election program according to the schedule in the said election program. Also, the District Collectors should publish the notice of the revised election schedule on 31/01/2026 and give wide publicity to the said program as per necessity and rules.
6. The Election Code of Conduct is currently in force and will remain in effect until the election results are declared. Also, the District Collectors should follow the instructions given via the State Election Commission's letter dated 13/01/2026.
7. The said election program is available on the website of the State Election Commission. The website and email ID of the State Election Commission are as follows:- Website: https://mahasec.maharashtra.gov.in E-mail: sec.zpps@mah.gov.in

By order of the Hon. State Election Commissioner,

[bookmark: _Hlk220669635]2. Revised Election Schedule (Appendix-1)
	Event
	Revised Date

	Public Notice of Revised Schedule
	January 31, 2026 (Saturday) 

	Voting Day (7:30 AM – 5:30 PM)
	February 07, 2026 (Saturday) 

	Counting of Votes (Starts at 10:00 AM)
	February 09, 2026 (Monday) 

	Publication of Winners in Official Gazette
	By February 11, 2026 (Wednesday) 



Signed by: 
Suresh Kakani, Secretary, 
State Election Commission, Maharashtra

